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The Book

transgenders and intersexuals

EVERYTHING YOU EVER WANTED TO KNOW BUT COULDN’T THINK OF THE QUESTION

I have to admit to approaching this book with a whole lot of trepidation. Transpeople are usually diagnosed by the non-trans, treated by the non-trans medical profession and spend much of their lives facing discrimination and harassment from the non-trans world; and being misunderstood by that world – told who, what and how we are as people, by those who’ve never known the experience on a personal level. So, I was very worried by the idea of a book on the subject, written by a non-trans woman. Additionally, bringing transgender and intersex issues together - inside the same book jacket – is likely to cause consternation among sections of both the transgender and intersex communities. A risky venture.

But, author Lois May has managed to do the job very well. “Transgenders and Intersexuals” is a collection of pieces from quite a mixed bag of contributors; all connected by her own insights into the trans and intersex conditions. There are very honest stories from transmen and women, a cross-dresser and Queensland Police officers - along with some strong opinions from scientists and doctors. It takes a big swing at the continuing medical practice of assigning a gender to infants born with “ambiguous genitalia” and tells the truly tragic story of David Reimer, whose life was made hell by doctors who held dear the nurture argument in child development.

Generally, explanations of trans and intersex conditions are provided us by “experts” who use language few of us understand. In this book, Ms. May and Dr. Milton Diamond put it all in English – and for that alone Lois May deserves congratulations. And with the glossary and “useful contacts” section, “Transgenders and Intersexuals” becomes a handy read for those who want to learn.

If you’re trans or intersex, some of the ideas put forward are going to upset you. Since these communities – like the rest of our world – are already split over issues such as terminology and who really belongs, you can’t blame Lois May for that. On the other hand, the book is a great library addition for anyone who’s been puzzled and not known the question.
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