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Till very recently the physical expression of our love was a criminal act. In the past being a gay has been punishable by death or imprisonment.  I have a friend who was sent to jail for having sex with another man, admittedly this happened 50 years ago. His life was almost ruined as a consequence. His mother died whilst he was in jail and his promising career fell to pieces.

Today the condemnation and marginalization of gays goes on. It is socially acceptable to have a shot at us. 
Some churches lead the attack on gays.  They tell us that as practicing homosexuals we shall be punished. It is considered an anathema ( Peter M. I used that word so you would go and look it up lol ). 

Our fight for dignity and the right to have our legitimate needs is not over. As a gay lawyer I feel I have some role to play in that struggle. I thought one or two articles on legal rights may be of some interest to you. If you have a particular topic you want discussed let me know. I look forward to hearing from you.
Let’s start with Arrests. What are your rights and what should you do? 

If you have not come out to your parents and you are under arrest this might be a good time to do so. Sometimes we are unfortunate in our choice of parents. I accept this might be the case for you. In which case I just hope you have been luckier in your choice of friends! But give the folks a go – at least you will know where you stand with them. Sometimes life has pleasant surprises for us.  

Generally speaking a person doesn't have to answer any questions a policeman asked him except in the following circumstances:

1. when asked, he must give his name address and date of birth;
2. when driving a car a person must to the following:
· when asked stop his vehicle and give his name, address and the name and address of the owner of the vehicle;

· produce his drivers licence, or if he hasn't got it with him produce it a to play station within the next 48 hours

3. submit to a breath test;
4. if you are asked , you must produce truth of age 2 police officers and hotel staff;
5. answer questions in relation to the manufacture, sale or supply of prohibited plants and drugs.
A police officer is authorized to make an arrest if he believes and a crime has been committed.  The arrest may be made with or without a warrant.  Most arrests a made without a warrant.  To make an arrest the police officer is required to:

· tell the arrest of person that he is under arrest
· tell the person why he's been arrested
· touch the person being arrested and asking to accompany the police officer or to stay where he is stop

A policeman is authorized to use reasonable force by making an arrest.  
If you are being arrested you should cooperate with the police.  This is not an appropriate time for you to voice your displeasure or to give vent to your free spirit. Just remain calm. You should at all times be polite to the police. Rudeness will not assist you in any way. 

My experience of the State police force, with a few exceptions over the last 24 years is that the fact that you are gay will not cause them to treat you differently to anyone else. I believe we are fortunate in this regard. Other States have real problems in this regard.
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