Bashings
Our justice system does not support anti-queer violence. The only answer to gay bashing is to speak out and use the law against those who commit these hate crimes.
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We are a happy gay community. We get on well despite being oppressed. We love fun, entertainment and above all else we value relationships. However we sometimes get bashed.
A survey found that 84% of gay and lesbians are prepared to lie about their sexuality to avoid a possibility of being bashed. However sometimes we just cop it anyway. Let us look at a real life example.
James is a good looking yoga teacher from America. When visiting South Africa he was bashed. South Africa is one of the most gay-friendly countries in the world. However this sort of thing can happen even there. James received substantial injuries. He reported the matter. The person involved was arrested, charged and sentenced to 5 years imprisonment. 
I asked James what advice he would give to anyone in his position. He said “make sure you report it and press charges”. James said “I used every resource available including the police and the media to ensure my assailant was caught and justice served. What I wanted was my life restored.”
Bashings happen in Perth. Has any reader not been bashed, insulted or ridiculed because of their sexuality? 

2 weeks ago I received a call in the middle of the night. It was from my friend Joe. He had been bashed. Joe needed to go to hospital. His friends (including the Duchess, Roman and Boxer) were concerned. 
The incident happened in a hotel. Joe wanted to “get the bastard”. Joe was able to see the best way of doing that was to report the matter. The police will take the complaint seriously. Joe’s sexuality is not going to be relevant in itself to the police, the prosecution or to the judges and magistrates. Our police force is gay friendly.
How serious are gay bashings? They can kill. Studies show that “gay bashers” are usually men that get turned on by “homo erotica” (male porn - pictures of dicks, bums and good looking guys).  The studies trace their involuntary responses to male porn. That is right. They are often sexually attracted to persons of the same sex, and have huge difficulties dealing with it. They are in need of treatment. 
Gay bashings should be called “hate crimes”. Can a person be excused an assault because they hate the look or sound of a person?
Justice Michael Kirby had this to say about “hate” and “provocation” in one of his recent decisions:
“Because a person hates or fears Jews or Roman Catholics or women, the law would not, for that reason, diminish a murderous attack on a Jew or Roman catholic or woman. Provocation in law has conventionally required the objective standard of the self control of the ordinary person.”

Some people think fear, revulsion or hostility is how people should respond to us. They think it is OK to be unpleasant, rude and insulting to us.
I have been asked to give a guest lecture at the Murdoch University Law School on the subject of the “homosexual advance defense”.
The “homosexual advance defense” goes like this:
“A queer made a sexual pass at me so I killed him”.

This is what Justice Michael Kirby had to say about that defense: 
“In my view, the "ordinary person" in Australian society today is not so homophobic as to respond to a nonviolent sexual advance by a homosexual person so as to form intent to kill or to inflict grievous bodily harm.  He or she might, depending on the circumstances, be embarrassed; treat it at first as a bad joke; be hurt; insulted. …But the notion that the ordinary 22-year-old male (the age of the accused) in Australia today would so lose self-control as to form intent to kill or grievously injure the deceased because of a nonviolent sexual advance by a homosexual person is unconvincing."
(for a copy of his judgment email me pmugliston@francisburt.com.au)

Cindy Pastel and Devine will be assisting me give the lecture. Cindy is from Sydney. Her life inspired “Priscilla the Queen of the Desert”. She is as nice as the character in the movie. The scene where Priscilla has a bottle thrown at her is quite telling of how things really are for this sub class. One of my new responsibilities is that I am now Cindy’s driver home after her show on Sunday night at the Euro bar.
We don’t only get bashed. We can cop it in other ways. I had a discussion with a miner at the Court hotel. His town paid a lot to attract a top footballer. They found out he was gay. He spent 3 months standing alone on the field. No one was prepared to kick the ball to him. He left the town friendless. The guy I was talking to said that even though he was himself gay, he did not dare speak to the footballer. He betrayed his own nature. I am sad. Benjamin Franklyn said it is foolish to give up an essential freedom (the right to be true to your nature) for temporary safety. I think he had a point - except if you are trying to avoid being a victim of a hate crime.
On a more cheery note. Let us speak about Robert. He is a financially secure 23 years old from Ireland. He has the choice of living anywhere in the world. He says Perth is the best place to live. I agree. He has lived in Perth now for 3 months. He loves our lifestyle, the people and the city. He wants to get to know more people on the scene. 
My thought is that Robert has worked out that we are a deep and caring people that appreciate the really important things in life: clever lighting, parties and designer labels (and in the case of Danny – furniture).
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