Drug Court Out
By Patrick Mugliston
I recently spoke with the Drug Court Magistrate Dr. Michael King in relation to his Court and the role it plays in our community.

We are all aware of the so called upside in relation to drug use.  There is also the very real down side. It may lead to problems in relation to finance, accidents, work/school problems, family/relationship problems, sexual problems, mental and physical health problems and problems with the law.  
A person may need to commit crimes in order to support their habit. This is particularly so where a person is likely to suffer severe withdrawal symptoms if they don’t feed their addiction. 

Withdrawal symptoms take place where a person is addicted to a drug and stop its use abruptly. The person experiences physical symptoms as their body readjusts to functioning without the drug. These symptoms can be, and often are, very painful. In order to avoid painful withdrawals a person may resort to theft, violence or prostitution. 
The answer to these problems is - don’t use drugs.

A person charged with a drug offence may reduce their probable sentence by:
1. giving information to the police concerning persons dealing or having possession of drugs,
2. pleading guilty at the first available opportunity,
3. agreeing to give evidence against a person charged as a result of the police completing their investigations.

By pleading guilty early, you may have your sentence reduced by between 20 to 35 percent. 
A person may be able to avoid jail if they ask to be dealt with by the Drug Court. The Drug Court specializes with offenders who commit crimes to support their drug habit or whilst under the influence of drugs. Its aims at encouraging offenders to take on a treatment program. If a defendant completes the program his sentence is reduced and he is able to avoid jail.   
In our Drug Court deals are made by defendants and the Drug Court Magistrate aimed at encouraging the rehabilitation of the defendant. Once accepted a defendant is placed onto the Drug Court Regime ( DCR) or Pre Sentence Order (PSO). The defendant is then required to appear regularly before the Magistrate. 
The PSO is for those with serious charges and/or records. The DCR usually involves those who will be receiving an indicated sentence of a community based order or intensive supervision order. Once accepted defendants are given an Indicated Sentence. The Indicated Sentence is the sentence the defendant would have received if he/she were not participating in Drug Court. It is the sentence the defendant will receive if he/she fails the program. 

The Drug Court option is not easy. It involves hard work. It will help you address the causes of your addiction and improve your life and the lives of those who care for you. You will learn the skills to become drug-free and crime-free. It will teach you to manage anger and help improve your chance of getting a job. It may just be the best decision of your life! 

Dr Michael King said to me that there was a need for a greater awareness of the option of Drug Court and that it needed more resources. 
The concept of Drug Courts will be discussed at an international conference later this year. Incidentally, I will present a paper at that conference with another barrister from Francis Burt Chambers on the topic “Does WA’s legal system deal with Aboriginal and gay/lesbians in a therapeutic or anti-therapeutic way?” I will keep you advised of developments.
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