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Central to our concept of law is the belief in justice. Often the theme of justice is illustrated by a woman who is blindfolded with the scales of justice in her hand.  She is blindfolded to symbolize that she will not look to see whether the person being judged is black, white, old, male, rich, poor, indigenous, Catholic, Jew or even perhaps a homosexual.
The concept of justice requires that a person is not prejudged by his attributes.
Justice Michael Kirby put it this way:

“Law is not enough.  Justice is the banner under which all Australians should walk.  Justice for women.  Justice for the children.  Justice for the old.  Justice for indigenous Australians.  Justice for people of all races and religions.  Justice for homosexual Australians.  Justice for refugees.  Justice for all good people.  Not just for the rich, the popular or the majority.  Equal justice under law for all.”

However the Barnet government, if it gets into power, wishes to take the blindfold off the lady in the case of homosexuals. Barnet will require that the lady takes a look at the fact that we are homosexuals when we come to be judged. He has special treatment in store for us. 

However we don’t want special treatment. We just want to be treated the same.

Colin Barnet and the Liberal Party want to deny access to the Family Court. Different laws are to apply to us. We are to be denied access to IVF programs.

Presumably he feels this reflects what the majority of Western Australian think. I have said it before and I am going to say it again. We are the most disliked minority group in the world.

Try treating any other minority group this way.
In contrast Labor has treated us with dignity. Under the driving force of The Hon. Mr. Jim McGinty significant law reforms in this State were introduced. These related to same sex relationships and access to artificial fertilization procedures. The age of consent for gays was lowered from 21 to 16. Same sex couples were given equal access to adoption procedures and in vitro fertilization treatment. Same sex couples were given the same rights as opposite sex couples in areas such as transfer of property, medical treatment, and inheritance upon the death of a partner.
I asked Mr. McGinty whether he had any thoughts about the legislative changes he brought about. Basically I wanted clarity on precisely what Mr. McGinty and the Labor party achieved for us. Mr. McGinty said to me:
“The Gallop Labor Government has always believed in the principle of equality before the law for all. We are therefore proud of the reform we have made and can assure the gay and lesbian community that we will stand by them”

Today we have the right of access to the Family Courts. In the Family Courts we have the benefit of specialized judges dealing with our disputes. Tomorrow under Barnet, if the Liberals win the election, we are to be put to one side. We are to be divided from the rest.
However the solution to life’s problems is not apartheid.  
You end up with real difficulties if you try to separate the good from the bad. Very few people are qualified to make that judgment.  I believe Alexander Solzhenitsyn was right when he said:

“If it were only so easy. If all we the good have to do, is to separate ourselves from the bad. However, is it not the truth that the line which divides the good from the bad goes through each of our own hearts? And who would cut out a portion of their own heart?”
As a gay barrister I'm committed to the proposition that the gay sector of the community should not be prejudged as second-rate and condemned.  My own thought on the subject?  I believe we are part of a diversified family.  Some of us happen to be white, some not, some happen to be disabled, some not -- and some happened to be gay, and some not.  But we are all entitled to be treated with dignity.

One of my dear friends said something which touched me the other day:

“What people forget is everyone is likely to have a brother, sister, uncle or some other relative. They are already part of a family. At least 90% of the people. I just wanted to be a platonic gay. To just love people. I always felt comfortable, protected. I was always little. I was always known as having fabulously good looking guys around me.” 
My friend spends his spare time looking after the aged. He is a very good man. He does not have a formal religion. He believes in astrology. He was brought up in a boy’s home. He told me that he has earned his status as a worthwhile person. I believe he is wrong. He was entitled to that status by birth. What he did earn is “nobility”. I believe nobility is not a birth right. Nobility is defined by one’s actions. 
There are so many other gays who have earned that status. 

One of my favorite gay characters that you will see around Connections, The Court and Euro Bar had the rainbow flag tattooed on his arm when he was 16. He is now a good looking man in his early 20’s. He certainly has my respect. I was not surprised to learn that he was a boxer who has won some impressive fights. He has won the Golden Glove Title amongst others! He entered the fighting ring with this tattoo proudly displayed. He really is a case of a person who has nailed his colors to the mask. Though he a fighter he has a most pleasant nature and is a great person to be around. Very witty, charming and intelligent. In contrast I know many gays who would piss themselves if they thought there was a chance of someone finding out they are gay.
What these types don’t see is the neon sign above them saying: “gutless fag here” which is apparent to everyone else.
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