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The Catholic Church is hurtful to gays and lesbians. It tells us we are going to hell. It says a lot more about us. Not a word of which is good.
Last week, I picked up a brochure from a Catholic Church. It said:
“Finally, the claim that homosexuals are as mentally healthy as heterosexuals is simply not true. Though the source of the problems is not yet clear, homosexual activity is associated with higher rates of depression, anxiety disorder, conduct disorder, substance abuse and suicide.”

I do not accept what the brochure implies. 

If we do have more than our share of problems it is because of the way we are treated. It is difficult belonging to a hated minority group. We are often ridiculed. Some of us have been disowned by families and friends. 

We do surprisingly well despite such treatment.
Churches leaders often lead the attack on us. We are not tolerated nor welcomed by them. 
As a consequence we may feel sad. Sometimes we take our own lives. 

Depression, anxiety and suicide are likely to be caused by things other than sexuality. They often are the result of major changes, impossible problems, undeserved criticism and senseless tragedies. They are more related to these things than sexuality.

I think of my friend Lewis. He is aged 24 and lives in Rockingham. Lewis continues to care for his 3-year-old girl. The girl’s mother died tragically.

She took her own life. Lewis found the body. He was too late to save her. She had earlier in the year been raped. As a consequence she suffered from anxiety and depression. 

Lewis is gay. At 14 he was kicked out of home. He does not take drugs, drink to excess or suffer from any disorder. He causes no one any harm. He is a good father. 

Lewis says most of the times he is fine. However some nights he cries before going to sleep.  

It is puzzling that Roman Catholic Church leaders make a moral judgment against such a man. I like and respect him. I have no doubt he will continue to be a good father. When I think of Lewis I am reminded of what Graeme Greene said:


“In life, we are often placed in situations not of our choosing. It is how we respond in those situations that is a test of our character.” 

A young man like Lewis may feel overwhelmed at times. It is not kind that the Roman Catholic Church should say things that might cause such a man to question his own value. Lewis is in a real sense an orphan. Church leaders should not make him a spiritual orphan as well. I have no doubt such a person may join with Job and say:
“I go east, but He is not there. I go west, but I cannot find Him. I do not see Him in the north, for He is hidden. I turn to the south, but I cannot find Him. But He knows where I am going. And when He has tested me like gold in a fire, He will pronounce me innocent.”
Thankfully there are groups, institutions and individuals (including a lot of Roman Catholics and other church goers) who treat us as normal human beings.

The Family Court is up to date in its thinking. 

In a recent case Justice Guest of the Family Court said that in his view children can be brought up happily by gay parents. 

Family Court Judges have said that in future that the definition of marriage may need to change. The Full Court of the Family Court, when dealing with the issue of the legitimacy of a marriage of a transsexual, said: 

“Marriage should be regarded as an evolving institution in Australian society, and it would be potentially highly destructive to the institution of marriage for its definition to be frozen at any particular time.”

The Family Court has also shown understanding of transsexuals. Few else understand them.  Justice Chisholm of the Family Court showed understanding when he cited a case stating:

“For post operative transsexuals, sexual identity has understandably, a very sensitive importance because they acquired theirs deliberately, at a high cost in mental and bodily suffering.”

There are other examples of understanding. 

Some years ago, Renee was a man working for a hardware store. One day he explained to his employer that he was going to change his sex. His employer said “The store has a firm policy on this. We will support you”. The store kept that promise. 

At the Loton Park Tennis club I bumped into with Erin and Nicky. They were with their son Sam. Sam is a delightful boy. He is alive because of the changes to the IVF laws giving “single women” access to IVF. I hope to say more about Erin’s and Nicky’s experience in the next issue.

Finally I want to say something about Perth. We take this city for granted. Recently I had drinks with Tony Virgo. Tony is a well known director and producer. He directed and produced The Bill for 2.5 years, Dr. Who and much more. He chooses to spend the large part of the year in Perth. He explains, part of the reason for this, is to build a film and television industry in Western Australia. Also he loves Perth.  

Things will continue to improve for us. However we must be prepared to stand up and be counted. We should not let leaders of religious groups make us feel depressed, anxious or suicidal. Changes are happening.
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